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AGENDA 
Near Shore Water Regulation Citizens’ Advisory Committee Meeting 

Founders Park Community Center 
87000 Overseas Highway 

Islamorada, FL 33036 
Tuesday, February 19, 2019 

5:15 PM 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER/ ROLL CALL 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

III. AGENDA: Requests for Deletions / Emergency Additions 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
A. August 28, 2018 Committee Minutes  TAB 1 

 
V. PUBLIC COMMENT (Public comments not related to the agenda items.) 

 
VI. UPDATES: 

 
A. Marine Unit Update- Monroe County Sheriff’s Office 

 
B. Pump-out Update 

 
C. Charter Boat Early / Late Access to PYH Marina Boat Ramp Update- Asst.  Dockmaster Mark 

Thomasson 
 

D. Buoy Maintenance Program Update- Asst. Dockmaster Mark Thomasson 
 

E. Update Regarding Idol Speed Zone in the Wheel Ditch 
 

VII. BOATING COURSES: Everglades National Park and the National Marine Sanctuary 
 

VIII. DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
A. Discussion Regarding Non-Monroe County Guides 
 
B. Discussion/ Update Regarding Trash Discarded on Local Waterfronts 
 

IX. Next Meeting Date/ Items for Next Agenda/ Adjournment 
 
 
 
 

These meetings are open to the public. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, all persons who 
are disabled and who need special accommodations to participate in this meeting because of that disability should 
contact the ADA Coordinator at (305) 664-6448 or by email at ADA@islamorada.fl.us at least 48 hours before the 
scheduled meeting. 

mailto:ADA@islamorada.fl.us


 
 

 

 
 

TAB 1 
MINUTES 



SUMMARY MINUTES 
 

ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS 
NEAR SHORE WATER 

CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

August 28, 2018 
Meeting started at 5:17 p.m. at the Founders Park Community Center. 

 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
PRESENT:  
Dianne Harbaugh, Steve Leopold, Bob Mitchell, Joe Robinson, John Timura, Ted 
Wilson, Larry Wren, Mark Thomasson (IVOI Liaison), Anne Onsgard (IVOI-Recording 
Secretary), and Deputy Nelson Sanchez (MCSO) 
 
ABSENT:  
Matt Bellinger, Steve Friedman, and Brian Lesko; all justified. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Bob Mitchell asked member Ted Wilson to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
John Timura moved to approve the minutes from May 22, 2018. Larry Wren seconded, 
passed unanimously (7-0). 
 
EMERGENCY ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS: Member John Timura wished to add 
discussion regarding Glysophates in chemical applications within the Village.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
 
MARINE UNIT UPDATE:  
Deputy Nelson Sanchez reported a slow Memorial Day weekend due to weather with no 
major incidents. He reported a busy lobster season opening. He informed the committee 
of the new protected sea grass habitat located off the head pin south of Whale Harbor 
channel. Stakes have been installed to protect the area heavily damaged due to local boat 
(and foot) traffic as it was becoming another “sandbar” destination. Deputies are also 
assisting FWC with enforcement of vessels anchoring within the area. The committee 
supported the state’s efforts and wish to see more areas protected by foot traffic from 
boaters, swimmers, kiteboarders, as each footprint is destructive to the ecological systems 
and habitats.  
 
Deputy Sanchez reported that the Indian Key Fills area continues to be busy with visitors 
and increased activities disrupting access to boat ramp including snorkelers, boats 
anchored, etc. As this topic was previously discussed by the committee, he expressed his 
opinion in that the situation remains constantly problematic and has become a visitor 
destination. Members expressed continued concerns for the area including constant use 



leading to environmental detriment due to lack of trash receptacles, lack of enforcement, 
and financial impacts on the Village for clean up personnel. The consensus of the 
committee was to see what resources can be employed to control these issues. Members 
inquired about jurisdiction and current FDOT projects for limited parking. They 
discussed possible ordinances that would allow enforceable rules to prevent the area from 
being utilized similarly to that of a “Park”, such as No Alcohol, No Tents, No Amplified 
Music, etc. Members wish to see the area developed as a parking lot (and boat ramp) in 
which it is currently designated.  
 
John Timura made a motion to recommend that Village Council research and consider an 
ordinance, limited to Indian Key Fill area, that prohibits the possession of open 
containers.  Dianne Harbaugh seconded the motion and motion passed (6-1).  
 
Members inquired about current snorkel, dive, and swimming regulations within marked 
channels as to determine a potential recommendation for no swimming within 300’ of 
shore. Deputy Sanchez explained that snorkeling and diving is permitted if it doesn’t 
interfere with navigation. Swimming is NOT prohibited. Members agreed that a no 
swimming regulation would not be a viable option to be considered.  
 
 
PUMP-OUT PROGRAM UPDATE: 
Chairman Bob Mitchell informed the committee that Monroe County has stepped up to 
support with additional funding needed to continue the county-wide pump-out program 
and includes Islamorada with no monetary obligation from the Village. The program is 
currently averaging 2,400 pumpouts per month. State representatives are pushing to pass 
a bill that would support additional funding for up to 3000 pumpouts per month. Mr. 
Mitchell recommends that the Village acknowledge the County for their support and will 
speak with Village Attorney, Roget Bryan, and report back to the committee.  
 
CHARTER BOAT EARLY/LATE ACCESS TO PLANTATION YACHT HARBOR 
MARINA (PYHM) BOAT RAMP: 
Liaison Mark Thomasson reported no further updates on the status of the early and late 
access program for approved Islamorada fishing guides. The program continues to serve 
the current five fishing guides. He reported that many guides continue to meet and pick 
up their guests at the Marina and do not require the boat ramp.  
 
The consensus of the committee was to re-enforce their recommendation to Village 
Council, that the Village consider expanding the Guide program allowing for early/late 
access to Plantation Yacht Harbor Marina Boat Ramp.   
 
 
BUOY MAINTENANCE UPDATE: 
Mark Thomasson reported that the program is currently operating and has been refunded 
by the Grant (put into effect as of September 1st). He reported that the contractors are still 
working to find lost anchors (due to Hurricane Irma) for buoys located between the 
Ragged Edge Hotel area to north San Pedro Mobile Home park area, and that they 



decided to leave buoys off station due to the area being vacated. He informed the 
committee that the missing NO MOTOR ZONE (Whale Harbor Channel) buoys are not 
part of the Village’s buoy program. He mentioned that there was a request from a Council 
member that the Village research costs of additional buoys to place buoys every 300’ as 
they currently stand 600’ apart and will report findings to the committee as well.  
 
DISCUSSION REGARDING WHEEL DITCH: 
Chairman Bob Mitchell informed the committee that Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Commission (FWC) is meeting to consider closing or marking the area as “dangerous” at 
the wheel ditch in the MM 84 area.  The committee discussed and agreed that the area is 
dangerous, that the area should remain open for recreation, and designated as a “NO 
MOTOR ZONE”.  
 
Larry Wren made a motion to recommend the Village Council work with FWC to ensure 
the MM 84 Wheel Ditch remain as a “NO MOTOR ZONE”. Ted Wilson seconded the 
motion and motion passed (7-0). 
 
LOBSTER SEASON UPDATE AND SPOTLIGHT USAGE: 
The members discussed complaints by residents regarding bully netting close to shore 
and spotlights shining into homes. Bob Mitchell proposed discussion on possible 
suggestions for regulations on spotlights. The consensus of the committee was that there 
were no actionable solutions to consider for these issues.  
 
NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY SHALLOW WATER REGULATIONS 
PROPOSALS UPDATE:  
Steve Leopold reported on recent cancellation of meetings regarding regulatory reviews. 
He will keep the group informed of their next meeting. He clarified the Sanctuary’s “Blue 
Water” educational outreach program for captains to teach customers about the Sanctuary 
(fisheries, habitats, etc.) and Captains that complete the program are advertised as “Blue 
Water” captains and recommended for charters. Bob Mitchell asked that Mr. Leopold 
also keep the group apprised of “clean ups” planned for the Islamorada area.  
 
FLOATING STRUCTURE RENTAL: 
Chairman Bob Mitchell brought to the committee’s attention the recent population of 
unmotorized houseboats, with illegal anchorage, being utilized as vacation rentals. 
Members discussed concerns with regulations regarding pump-out, navigational lights, 
licensed captains ferrying to vessels, mooring policies (state/village), etc. and jurisdiction 
issues. The consensus of the committee was to find out what jurisdiction the Village has 
on these issues and if current ordinances pertaining to vacation rentals (on land) could be 
applicable to waterways to address concerns with the increase of these operations.  
 
GLYPHOSATE:  
Member John Timura wanted to make the committee aware of recent information he 
obtained regarding Glyphosate, an active ingredient in weed killer brand known as Round 
Up, being distributed in Florida’s water systems to rid aquafers and other bodies of water 
of weeds. He recommended that the committee research this topic and suggested 



reviewing chemical operations posted on the FWC’s website. He expressed public (and 
employee) and environmental safety concerns with chemical applications containing 
Glyphosate within the Village.  
 
John Timura made a motion to recommend that the Village Council investigate current 
herbicide(s) with the goal of being glyphosate free. There was no second to the motion 
and the motion failed.  
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:  
Indian Key Fill Area- FDOT Projects / Village Jurisdiction 
Floating Structure Rental Regulations  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Chairman Bob Mitchell set a date for the next meeting for Tuesday, November 13, 2018.   
John Timura made a motion to adjourn, Larry Wren seconded. Meeting ended at 6:30 
P.M. 
 
 
Recording Secretary,    Minutes Approved by Committee on__________. 
 
 
 
Anne Onsgard    Chairman Bob Mitchell: ____________________ 
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